FEDERAL ELECTIOMN COMMISSICN RQ-3

WaASHINGTOHY, DG 204E3

February %, 2001

Sarah Brown, Treasurer
Chio State Republican Party
211 S Fifth Stret
Columbus, OF 432135

Tdentification Number, CO0162339
Reference: October Onarterly Repott (7/1/00-2/20/00}

Drear Ms. Brown:

This letter is to inform you ihat as of February 7, 2001, the Commission has not
received your tesponse to our request for additional information, dated January 16, 2001,
This notice requests information essential to full public disclosure of your federal clection
campaign finances. To ensure compliance with the provisicns of the Federal Election
Campaign Act (the Act), please respond to this request {copy encloscd).

An alequats responss must be received at the Commission by Fehruary 28, 2001
Adequate responses recsived on ot before this date will be tiken into consideration in
determining whether audit action will be imtiated. Requcests for extensions af time in
which ¢o respond will not be considered. Failure to provide an adequate response by
this date may result in an audit of the committee, Failurs to womply with the provisions of
the Act may also result in an enforcement action against the committes. ARy response
submitted by your committee will be placed on the public record and will be considered
by the Commission prier to taking enforcement setion.

If vou shounld have any questons regarding this matter, please contact Thomas F.
Maxwell, TIL on our toll-free number {800} 424-9530 (a1 the prompr press 1. then press 2
to reach the Reports Apalysis Division) or our local number (202) 694-1130.

Sincercly,

DRE

John D Gibson
Assistant Staff Director
Eeports Analysis Division

Enclosure




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2

WASHINGTOMN, D10 263

Sarah Brown, Treasurer
{thio State Republican Party
211 5 Fifth Street
Columbus, OH 43215
Jan 1 6 2000

Identification Number; C00162339
Reference; Octoher Quartstly Report (7/01/00-0/30/4H)}
Dear Ms. Brown;

This lettet is prompted by the Commission’s preliminary review of the report(s}
referenced above. The review raised questions concerning certain information contaimed
in the report{s). An itemization follows:

_Srehedule A of your report discloses & reccipt in the amount of 5378,968.57
from the Republican Nationa] Commitiee. However, these funds appear 10
have been disbursed by the 1999 State Victory Fund for which you have
provided a meme Schedule A. Please amend your report to clarify ths
discrepancy.

-Schedule A supporting Lime 12 discloses a transfer{s)-m {rom Republican
National Conmmittee. Schedule B supporting Line 21(b) reflects payments
for exempt activities. Please be advised that a state or Yocal party
commities may pay for campaign materials (such as bumper stickers) that
are distributed by volunteers in connection with activity on behalf of the
party’s nominces in @ general election.  Payments for this type of activity
are exempt from the definition of a contmbution or expenditure 1f cortain
conditions are met. The conditions are that no public advertising may be
used, including distribution by direct mail (mailings by a commercial
vendor or from cormmercial lists) all funds used for the activity must be
permited under the Act; nonc of the funds used may have been designated
for a particular candidate; and finally, payments for the activity may not be
made from transfers-in ftom the national commitiee to specifically fund the
activity. Fer further gnidance, please refer to 11 CFR. §100.7(b}13) and
(17) and to the Campaign Guide for Party Comrmittees.
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Please clarify the mature of the mansfer(s}-in and subsequent payments for
the aforementioned disbursemeni(s). [ the activity disclosed ot your report
does not meet the definition of “exempt™ activity as describad above and if
any portion of the expendilures wer: made om behalf of specifically
identified candidates, that amount must be disclosed on Schedule B or F
supporting Line 23 or 25 of the Detailed Summary Page as apmropriate

Schedule H4 of your report discloses disbursements  for the
w A dministrative/Voter Drive™ category which use a ratio that is inconsistent
with the ratio disclased on Schedule H1 for the 2000 glection ¢ycle. The
ballat compesition tatio for the allocation of administrative and generic

vater drive expenses should be the same for the full bvo-year election ¢ycle.
Please amend your teport to clarify this apparent discrepancy.

Please note that if your non-federal account has overpaid your federal
aceount because of this miscalcutation, it will be necessary to immediately
ironsfer these funds back to the non-federal account.  While the
Commission may take further legal action concemning any impermissible
averpayments by the non-federal account, your prompt action will be taken
into consideration,

Schedule H? indicates the allocation mtie for “Cleveland Victory 2000
was revised dunng the reporiing period. Please provide the date of the
fundraising program or event. In the case of a telemarketing or direct mail
campaign, the “date™ 15 the last day of the telemarketing campaign, or the
day on which the final direct mail solicitations are mailed. 11 CFR
§106.5(f(2) In the event that an excessive non-federal transfer was
received, the excessive amount should be transferred back to vour non-
federal account.

.On Schedule H4 of your report you have disclosed several lump sum
payments for fundraising and admimisoative expenses. In addition, you
have provided attachmients disclosing the individual vendors receiving these
payments. However, the sum of the entries iemized on Schedule H4 as
lump sum payments total $1,673,452.28, while the attachments nrovided
jotal only $1,624,312.56. Please amend your report 10 clarify this
dizcrepancy.

_On Schedule H4 supporting Line 21{a} of the Detatled Summary Page, you
have failed to include the purpose for several joint expendimres to vATiousS
vendors. Note that the umaque identifying code for an evemt is not
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comsidered an adequate description of purpose. Please amend your report to
inclode this missing information.

-On Schedule H4 supporting Line Z1(z) of the Detailed Summary Pape, you
have failed to include 2 unigue identifying title or code for the payment(s)
made to *UJS Postmaster™. 11 CFR §104.10. Please amend this report 10
provide a unique idemtifying title or code for each entry omifting this
information.

Schedule H4 of your report discloses a ratio adjustment for “Cincinnati
Victory 2000", However, Schedule H2 does not disclose a revised ratio for
this event Please amend your report 10 include the revised ratio and the
date the revision took effeet.

Your EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE calenlations for Administrative/Vater
Drve and Cleveland Victory 2000 are incormect. EVENT
YEAR-TO-DATE totals for administrative and voter drive costs are derived
by aggregating all disbursements during the calendar year for the whele
A dministrative/ Voter Drive category. EVENT YEAR-TQO-DATE totals for
fundraising, direct candidate suppott, and exempt activities are derived by
aggrepating all disbursements during the calendar year within a specific
event. These should be calculated by adding the latest disbursement for 2
category or event to the previous EVENT YEAR-TQ-DATE tatal for that
category or event. This running EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total should be
disclosed after each disbursement is listed  Plesse amend your rveport by
providing the correct EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals.

_Payments made to creedit card companies must wentify the atiginal venders
from which you have purchased an item or service if your payments to thesc
vendors have exceeded $200 this year. Please amend your report hy
providing the mailing address, date, amewnt and purpose of such payments
as tequited by 11 CFR §104.%(b}.

A written response or an amendment 1o your otiginal repori(s) correcting the above
problemts) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen (15) days
of the date of this letter. 1 vou need assistance, please feel free to comtact me on our
toll- free number, (800} 424-9530 {at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reports
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Analysis Division). My local number is (202) 694-1130.
Sincerely,

T %ﬂaf/f&’

Thomas F. Maxwell, 111
Reports Analyst
184 Reports Analysis Division







